
 

 

 

 

Seventh Sunday of  Epiphany                                                      February 24, 2019 

~~~ God Calls Us Together~~~ 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHORAL PRELUDE                                   O God, Beyond All Praising                                     setting by Proulx 
 

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring, 
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King; 

and whether tomorrows may be filled with good or ill, 
we will triumph through our sorrows and rise to praise you still: 

to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 67)                                               Liturgist  —  Elder Anne Richardson 
 Leader: Holy are you, O God of grace and mercy.  May all the nations praise you, O God.  
 People:: M ay all the nations of the earth joyfully sing because God’s justice is supreme!  
 Leader: May the love that lights up the face of God shine with favour upon us and bless us;  
 People: teaching us God’s way of living and loving so that we may witness to that love and grace.  
 Leader: We gather to worship our wise and holy God. We are in awe and revere you for your saving works.  
 People: We come together to seek your blessing, O God. Praise be to our generous and just God. 
  Amen.  
 

*HYMN WR 24 (green)                          God, You Spin the Whirling Planets 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (praying together)  
Holy God, we are so conditioned to seek retribution. We are so worried that when the accounts are set-
tled, we will receive less than we think we deserve. We make enemies of neighbors near and far.   
Teach us to love with skill. Teach us to love with precision. Teach us to love with abandon, trusting that 
when we step into the ocean of your abundant love we will receive the blessings of your abundant life. 
Amen.  
 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we welcome you to this Service for the Lord’s Day. If you seek a church home, we invite 
you to become a part of this congregation in one of three ways: baptism with profession of faith, letter of transfer from 
another Christian Church, or reaffirmation of faith. Please speak with Pastor Harroff, an Elder, or leave a note on the 

Connection Card; and we will contact you. 

A Special Welcome to those who are worshipping with us for the first time. No matter who we are or where we come 
from, we all have this in common: God has chosen us in Christ to be His own. We hope you feel welcome and that your 
experience here is meaningful and will be lasting. All members and guests are asked to fill out the Connection Card and 

join us in the Narthex after the service for fellowship. 

24-Hour Fast by Members of Royster Church  on Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019.  Please join your fellow mem-
bers by taking some time on March 6, clearing your mind and your stomach, and getting to the root of what our faith is 
all about by participating in this fast. Biblically, fasting is abstaining from food, drink, sleep, or media to focus on a period 
of spiritual growth. Specifically, we humbly deny something of the flesh to glorify God, enhance our spirit, and go deeper 
in our prayer life. We have prepared a packet of several sheets of paper containing specific directions and supporting 
information concerning the fast. We have included all of the passages of Scripture referenced on the directions sheet 
plus one verse of a song. Please feel free to use any additional passages of Scripture that pertain to fasting or prayer 
during your fast, e.g., 2 Chronicles 20:3; Ezra 8:21-23; and Joel 1:13-14; 2:12-13. We have placed copies of this infor-
mation in the Narthex and will mail this information to anyone who so desires. Please include Royster Church in your 

prayers during your fast. 

The sign-up board for NEST is in the narthex and is awaiting your signatures. We are looking for folks to help with reg-
istration, overnight chaperones, as well as morning cleanup. Please look at your schedule and sign-up to help in this 

vital ministry. Thanks in advance for your ongoing support. 

Please check your February Newsletter from Royster for information on an email devotional series for LENT. 

Our March First Friday Out is Friday, March 1, 6:30 PM. We will dine 
at    Sewasdee, 5601 E. Virginia Beach Boulevard, Norfolk. Our host and 
hostess will be John and Debora Mosher. Please RSVP to John and 
Debora at deboramosher@aol.com or 857-4754 (H) or 621-9009 (C) by 
Wednesday, February 27. (Ron and Lin Jolley will be our host and host-

ess for April.) 

Are you interested in being a Liturgist? If so, we will have a short 
training session on Sunday, March 10th at 10:30 a.m. Please meet in the 
Dottie Marshall Room (across from the Pastor’s office). If you already 
enjoy serving as a liturgist, you too are invited to participate. Please con-
tact Sharal Halcomb if you can attend or have any questions (757-641-

7363 or shalcomb@wilsav.com).  

On Sunday, March 10th, 12:00 PM, Royster will have our Annual 
Royster Chili Cook-Off. So dust off your favorite chili recipe and regis-
ter with Kathy Kinney. The congregation is asked to make a donation to 
taste test, which will get them a bowl of chili with sides. We ask the con-
gregation to bring “home baked” desert items to auction off. The cook-off 

winner will receive a $25 gift certificate to Chili's!  

6901 Newport Avenue, Norfolk, Virginia  23505 
(757) 423-8536          www.roysterpc.org 

secretary@roysterpc.org 
https://www.facebook.com/RMPCUSA 

Calendar 
Sunday, February 24 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
12:00 PM Fellowship  
Monday, February 25 
10:00 AM Food Pantry/Annex 
Tuesday, February 26 
  9:00 AM Classical Conversations 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting 
  6:00 PM Session Meeting 
  7:30 PM British Isle Dancers 
Wednesday, February 27 
10:00 AM Food Pantry 
  5:45 PM Wed. Dinner & Bible Study 
  7:30 PM 7th Day Adventist/Sanctuary 
Thursday, February 28 
  7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 
Saturday, March 2 
  7:30 AM 7th Day Adventist 
  7:30 AM Fellowship Breakfast @  
 Mom & Pops 
Sunday, March 3 
  9:30 AM Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship  
12:45 PM Confirmation Class 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 Leader: Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. . . But in 
  fact Christ has be raised from the dead. . . so all will be made alive in Christ.” For I assure you, in 
  Jesus Christ we are forgiven. So live in Christ that all may see your good works and glorify God 
  who is in heaven.  
 People: Thanks be to God!  Amen!  
 

*SUNG RESPONSE — HYMN PH 579 (blue)           Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 

*MOMENTS OF WELCOME AND FRIENDSHIP 
 Liturgist: Please share the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

RESPONSE—HYMN PH 438 (blue)            Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
 

~~~ Proclaiming the Word ~~~ 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (page 872)                                                                                              Habakkuk 2:1-4 
 

GOSPEL LESSON (pages 64, 65)                                                                                                          Luke 6:27-38 
 

MESSAGE SCRIPTURE (page 159)                                                                                                  Romans 9:14-18 
 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                               Pastor Brian H. Harroff 
 

~~~ Responding to the Word ~~~ 
 

*HYMN WR 109 (green)                                   O, How I Love Jesus 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional) 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our debts,  
 as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

Amen. 

OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS   

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                         Keep God's Light                                                  Mark Patterson 
 

Keep God's light before you; Keep God's truth beside you; 
Keep God's hope to guide you ev'rywhere you go. 

Keep God's peace within you; Feel God's strength defend you; 
Let God's love begin to fill your thirsty soul. 

Hold on in times of sorrow; hold on in days of despair; 
Even in the darkest valley God will always be there.  

Look now to days of gladness: God's light still shines the way 
Never fading, never failing, teaching us as we pray. 

Hold on, God will show you the way. 
 

*SUNG RESPONSE PH 592                                      Doxology 
 

PRAYER OF THANKS AND DEDICATION 
Accept these gifts, we humbly pray, O God. Let them give you honor and glory as we serve the needs of your 
people. And let the called and redeemed of God say, Amen. 

 

~~~ Following the Word into the World ~~~ 
 
*CLOSING HYMN WR 553 (green)                          Go to the World! 

BENEDICTION/BLESSING                      
 

POSTLUDE 
 

*Those who are able are invited to stand. 

Royster Memorial Presbyterian Church Mission Statement and Vision 
To love God and one another, To share the good news of Jesus Christ, To serve others as empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

Believing that the love and grace of God embraces everyone, we, the members of Royster Memorial Presbyterian Church, welcome into 
our fellowship all people, regardless of age; gender; ethnic, cultural or racial identity; sexual orientation; economic, occupation or education-
al status; faith background; mental or physical abilities. We welcome those in the military who are permanent or transient in our community. 
 

Prayers/Concerns: Cheryl Baker (John and Jill Keifer); Angili Blandet (Trisha Coulson); Jim Bruton (brother-in-law of Jean Mil-
ler); Emmanuel Burgot (Sherry Romulus); Donald Burns (husband of Carolyn Greene); Aaron Cain (nephew of Barry Cain); Elsie 
Coggin; Sharon Culbertson; Tom Collins (son-in-law of Dorothy Smith); Eileen Dennihan (sister-in-law of Janice Cournoyer-
Webster); Michael Dooley (Heather Sweitzer Dooley’s husband); Dennis Evans, Jr. (cousin of Jeff Spivey); Joan Fitch; Madge 
Hassell; James Gregg; Jame Gresham (Trisha Coulson); Ann-Carol Holley; Grayson Hill (Trisha Coulson); Melita Iliffe (mother of 
Debbie VanSickle); Annette Jacka; Ron Jolley; Shalini and Zach Jolley (the Jolley’s); Becky King (Trisha Coulson); Jan-Blaise 
MacEachern and the MacEachern family (MSCC child); Justin Martin (son of Mike and Susan Dillon); Jeff Medlin (Ron & Lin Jol-
ley); Ruth Morris; Libby Oney (daughter of Jake and Anna Wactor); Linda Pape (Trisha Coulson); Elsie Perkins (mother of Julie 
Rouleau); MSGT André Perry (son of Joe Perry); Danny Richardson (Joe Perry); Craig Rose (neighbor of Lin and Ron Jolley); 
June Schumacher; Holly Schwartz; Diana Sloan (Linda Mathias); Dorothy Smith; Ernie Spainhour (Jackie Spainhour); Stan 
Staggwood (Trisha Coulson); Carol Taylor (Trisha Coulson); Samantha Taylor (granddaughter of Carol Bayma and Alice Taylor); 
Poon Tigges (sister-in-law of Joe Perry); Pamela Warren (sister-in-law of Joe Perry); Cheryl Watters (Carolyn Anderson); Mary 
Anna White (Wactor Family); Lynn Inman Whitlock (niece of Anne Richardson); Camille York-Riddick (Wactor Family); Ethan 

Young (Trisha Coulson). 


