
SESSION TWO

Prophets Refuse to be Silenced

Prayer: Lord of the prophets, you brought your word into the intimacies of daily 
life for your people Israel both in silence and in speech.  May we hear your will for 
your church in our day.  Let your word and your quietness draw us to you and 
sustain us all in your faithful presence.  ... Amen!

Scripture: 2 Kings 25:8-17  The Davidic and Solomonic Kingdoms were based on 
the rule of absolute power, according to Brueggemann.  During their reign, leaders of 
the people, with whom God had made a faithful covenant of care and security forever
and had promised to bless all [other] nations through their success, repeatedly 
manipulated God's grace into a personal gospel of health and wealth.  Time and again
it deteriorated into a plutarchy whereby both the houses of Israel and Judah were 
sustained by a peasant base, exploited for their labor and unjustly taxed, while a 
ruling class lived in "surplus wealth exhibition." (23)  This system actually defied the 
will of the covenantal God and violated the premises of governance by pastoral 
shepherding of which David himself had likely sung (Psalm 23), yet Amos records a 
direct order from the High Priest Amaziah:

Never again prophecy at Bethel, for
it is the king's sanctuary and it is

 a temple of the kingdom."  (Amos 7:13)

The rulers portrayed the prophets in vile terms, disparaging them as mad men, (Hosea
9:7) and traitors (Jeremiah 38:4).  Their very lives were threatened and some were 
actually killed.  Jesus would later acknowledge the awfulness of the treatment Israel 
perpetrated on God's prophets through his sayings and, in a popular parable, 
memorialized them by a litany of events that would lead to his own death (Matthew 
21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9–19; and the non-canonical Gospel of Thomas).  
Even Adonai (YHWH) is recorded as saying "Carry my word to this people, but they 
will not hear" (Jeremiah 29:29 & 32:33).  Who then would stand before the anointed 
kings and Aaronic priests to say "The word of the Lord came to me ..."? 

"Uncredentialed poets," is Walter Brueggemann's term for these outliers.  Neither 
approved by the government nor the temple, they were tagged "enemies of the 
regime."  These prophets called out the degradation of priests and kings, who laid 
claim to proprietary ownership of Israel's holy places as the "king's sanctuary" and 
the "temple of the [earthly] kingdom."  They railed against the abhorrent attitude and 
the audacious, inhospitable behavior of Israel to God's chosen people and to their 
neighbors.  With the startling words, "Thus saith the Lord, ..."  these prophets 



announced YHWH's great displeasure with the faithlessness of the nation and the 
exilic silence that would follow:  an ironic fulfillment of Amaziah's rejection of 
Amos' prophecy. 

 Questions for meditation/response:
1. Brueggemann says the Old Testament prophets "interpreted their lived context 

as if ... the [covenantal] God ... were an actual agent in historical affairs." (24) 
As a member of the covenant community which is the church, where do I see 
God acting in my "lived context" or how do I hear "Thus says the Lord ..." 
speaking to our attitudes and actions?  

2. This study/devotional talks about "surplus wealth exhibition" (23) as 
ostentatious display by those in society who have much in clear view of the 
masses who have little.  Brueggemann tell us the prophets found this in direct 
contradiction of God's will.  What connection could you find between this 
vanity of wealth and what the Ten Commandments identify as taking "the 
name of the Lord in vain"? 

3. The prophets are identified as folks who have no established (organized) 
political or religious authority, yet they stood up to the ridicule and physical 
threats of the powerful and refused to be silenced. (25 & 35) Why did they not 
keep silent?  Why do you think their words and deeds ended up in our 
Scripture?  How would you receive the words of such a person in our 
community today?    

4. What is the commitment that we, as the body of Christ in our community, are 
called to make in response to the challenge of the prophets of the Old 
Testament; the New Testament; and today?   How can we discern matters and 
situations that call for us to speak up as "uncredentialed poets"?

(For reference see The Book of Confessions:   Confession of 1967, 9.24 is 
particular to this question; articles 9.20 – 9.25 are more expansive.  The 
Second Helvetic Confession has a great definition of "prophet" buried in article
5.147.  Article 6.001 of The Westminster Confession of Faith is a short 
paragraph on the source, purpose and value of Scriptures as prophecy – 
speaking for God.)  

(Please share your thoughts in response to one of the four questions above by a "reply to all" 
email.  Include the question in your response.  
NOTE:  If you requested not to be included in the "group" discussion, your reply will go only 
to the originator of the email you received for this devotional/study.  If you choose not to reply,
it is just between you and the Lord.)

Prayer: God of the prophets, God of the kings, God of your people in every 
time and place, open my mind to true understanding and my heart to vital 
compassion as I read and meditate on your word. May Holy Spirit encourage even 
me to speak your message of grace and to refrain from speaking falsely those 
judgements which, in the limits of my understanding,I may only imagine.  Save us 
all from being those whose darkness is not flooded with your light. ... Amen!


