
SESSION SEVEN

Truth Speaks to Power

Prayer: Almighty God, only in your power is truth made strength.  Teach us to pray,  
that our prayers may accord with your will and welcome your kingdom on earth.  As you 
promised of old, may the dreams and visions your Spirit gives to us replace the powerful 
lusts of humankind so that all will know your name and love your way.  ... Amen.

Scripture: Luke 18:1-8.   Now here's a parable that presents several problems. Most
people react against God being represented in the figure of a judge who has no 
respect for God or for people.  Some object to the view that in order to give us what 
is right, God has to be worn down by our constant battering, while others think it 
sinful to consider that God could even be subject to such an approach.  A couple of 
sermons I've heard recently switch the players around and proclaim that humans are 
the cynical judge and God is the importunate widow in this story.  See how God urges
us to justice and mercy, without much effect, through thousands of years of pleading. 
But the one we've chosen to take on in this devotional series is the one that seems to 
best suit the title themes of the issues: "Interrupting Silence" and "God's Command to
Speak Out."  

Will God grant justice to [God's] chosen ones
 who cry to [God] day and night? ... 

God will quickly ... yet
 will the Son of Man ... find faith on earth? (Luke 18:8)

We might begin by noticing the wording for this chapter of Brueggemanns' book.  We
are accustomed to receiving instructions about speaking truth to power.  They sound 
like this.  Don't be shy or hang back from speaking what is true in the face of 
authority, let alone in the company of friends.  Don't hide with your silence what you 
know is right.  Be bold; stand up and be counted!  So it goes.  If we buy into it, 
believing it is our role as Christians, we may actually find the courage to face down 
our fear of retribution or the embarrassment of being thought odd.  I would suggest 
that we take notice of the differing phraseology the Rev. Brueggeman uses here. This 
is not a command for us to speak truth to power.  Rather it is an observation: "truth 
speaks to power." (84)  Truth speaks for itself to the powers of this world; within the 
communion of the Trinity, Truth speaks to Godself.

We must ask what this new slant means for the interpretation of Jesus parable for our 
lives?  Interrupting Silence suggests three goals of this parable:  (1) it is a lesson on 
praying always – insistently and persistently; (2) it is a teaching on how not to lose 
heart – when the answer to prayer seems to be "No;" (3) it sees the act of prayer, 
refusing to be silent – as fending off despair.  What we may understand, it seems, is 



that being engaged in prayer is life-giving for the pray-er; it is for us, and does not  
necessarily ensure the ends we envision.
  
Only truth can do that! and as James Russell Lowell famously penned:

"Though the cause of evil prosper, 
  yet the truth alone is strong:
  though her portion be the scaffold,
  and upon the throne be wrong.
 
Yet that scaffold sways the future,
 and behind the dim unknown
 standeth God within the future
 keeping watch above [God's] own."    

 
Question for meditation/response:

     1. In this session of our Lent devotional discipline, I have take liberty to follow a 
path that was likely unintended by the the author of Interrupting Silence.  Yet it
was Brueggemann's choice to actually include the question from the final verse
of his passage of choice in his own reflection and that choice highlighted the 
faith question for my work. When Luke asks the question, even though the 
"judge will grant justice... will the Son of Man find faith ... on earth?" Discuss 
the ways your faith depends on prayers that are answered, "Yes!"    

(Please share your thoughts in response to the question above by a "reply to all" email.  Include the 
question in your response.  
NOTE:  If you requested not to be included in the "group" discussion, your reply will go only to the
originator of the email you received for this devotional/study.  If you choose not to reply, it is just 
between you and the Lord.)

Prayer:      Almighty God, whose truth alone speaks to power.    Let our  prayers be 
transparent and honest in your presence.  Keep us from pride that rages against the powers 
of evil, self-righteously proclaiming our own values as truth. Let the prayers of our words 
and the prayers of our deeds demonstrate the Truth that is your Word, allowing speech that 
power must hear. In humility, like that of Jesus who emptied himself, let us pray now. 

 ...   Amen.   Amen!


