
SESSION EIGHT

The Church As A Silencing Institution
 

Prayer: Holy are you O, God, One-in-Three-Persons, the blessed Trinity who unifies 
in diversity.  We, your people, though initially called by your name; we, your Church, built 
as your house, yet resist the transforming, remodeling work of your Holy Spirit from 
generation to generation.  As Jesus broke through veils of silence with "you have heard it 
said ... but I say to you ...," draw back, we pray, the veils that silence your Spirit in our day. 
Let us hear your call anew and respond afresh.    ... Amen.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 14:33-35.  When movements become institutions it is not 
unsuual that their foundational values are preempted by concerns for perpetuating 
their existence.  This is the silencing issue Brueggemann brings into focus in the last 
chapter of Interrupting Silence. His linch-pin reads "the act of silencing whereby the 
voices of women are silenced ... contradicts the church's baptismal profession [in 
Galatians 3:28] and the [actual] practice of much of the [early] church." (101)  

The strength of Dr. B's argument and the depth of his insight recall an obnoxious 
phrase heard earlier this century: domesticating the Holy Spirit.  It captured my 
imagination but it seemed to offend everyone whenever I'd repeat it.  Were they 
offended at our acts or by our failure to act, that pointed to such quenching of the 
Spirit as the King James Version calls it (1 Thessalonians 5:19)?  Or was it that 
"domesticate" seems more demeaning than the Greek word used in the NT. That word
literally means to extinguish or put out [as in fire].  We are directed not to put out the 
fire of Holy Spirit ministering to, in and through the people of God.  Google marks it 
only in relationship to the Charismatic movement of the 1970's being too "wild and 
unpredictable."  

Domestication is clearly one means by which the church silences the Spirit of God in 
our muted (or mutated) understanding of God's sanctifying work which Holy Spirit 
would accomplish in our lives.    

For [it is] through the Spirit
 we eagerly await by faith 

the righteousness for which we hope.
(Galatians 5:5)

Christians know that Salvation is a beginning of the new life Christ offers.  We are no
less confounded by it than were Jesus' first disciples.  Called new birth, it enters us 
into a new upbringing as well.   The Spirit transforms "new" Christians into mature 
members of the body of Christ.  Paul says that he himself fed converts on the milk of 
the word until they were able to digest the meat.  (1 Corinthians 3:1-2) The God who 
promises to be our God in the New Covenant also expects something from us.  We 



are to be changed – beyond no longer bound by sin to death, but being freed to life by
grace – we are to be changed continuously from glory into glory, "ever increasing 
glory," per the NIV – and to grow into Christ, one step at a time. (2 Corinthians 3:18) 
This is what one commentator calls "the practical outworking of the vision of new 
creation." (100)

Question for meditation/response:

1. The author of the study Interrupting Silence:  God's Command to Speak 
Out refers to how a innovations in every field of endeavor move through 
developmental stages.  For example:  one woman has a dream.  She puts her
heart and soul into it and the idea catches on with others. A diversity of 
applications are developed.  Clubs are formed, soon they are broadly 
inclusive. As they grow, voting and loyalty oaths subsume the dream and 
depart from "one woman's" values.  (etc. -- until we reset the cycle)  
In what ways is the Church like this 15-second glimpse of organizational 
"rise and fall"?   In what ways is it different?

2. The concept of originalism (or strict constructionism as it is called when 
applied to the U. S. Constitution) can be applied to any organization.  When
applied to Scripture, it is a doctrine "in which literal meaning of a text is 
taken without critical attentiveness to its context." (106)  Do you believe 
that context (time, place, cultural mores, etc.) is ever important in finding 
the meaning of a biblical text for our day?  If so, does "critical 
attentiveness" involve:  (a) critical = important/indispensable;  or (b) 
critical = crucial/decisive, and how does your answer affect your biblical 
interpretation?   

3. In what ways has Holy Spirit (directly or via friends, family, teachers, 
preachers, reading, etc.) transformed your understanding and helped you to 
grow into Christ?

(Please share your thoughts in response to one of the questions above by a "reply to all" email.  
Include the question in your response.  
NOTE: If you requested not to be included in the "group" discussion, your reply will go only to the 
originator of the email you received for this devotional/study.  If you choose not to reply, it is just 
between you and the Lord.)

Prayer: Holy One-in-Three-Persons, you are God, the blessed Trinity who unifies in 
diversity.  We, your people, though initially called by your name; we, your Church, though 
built as your house, yet resist the transforming, remodeling work of your Holy Spirit from 
day to day and from generation to generation.  I ask that my prayers may be as the psalmist 
prayed, "Create in me  a clean heart O, God, and [by your Holy Spirit,] renew a right spirit
within me."  Thus, one stone at a time, may your church evermore grow in grace, until that 
day when we finally and forever cast our crowns before you, transformed in wonder, love 
and praise. ... Amen!


